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INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW SCHEDULE

1. Identlfylng Informatlon. . o o SR . 'I;~EI)
..Name 'Ruben Duran.Navarro : : Date'Jdne'G,.l978
‘:-' Address » - Place S -
 City/State ' . | o

"fTelephone }

'{;Date-bf*Birth B . M or S 5
. 'Social Security L Spouse
' R - Children

2. Phy31cal Descrlptlon.

v‘.‘Helght _ ‘ f['r'_: L Color Eyes ' Hair

_..Welght . ‘ e : .- Special Characteristics -
. Ethnic Group o ' o

. . . = - 3
N ‘: . o ) ' : o o . S . o

:3(:\Persona1 Hlstory.

,.E’

I!a. ‘Present Employment.
- Address o
Telephone

b. Crlmlnal Record | R e if5j ,p;fav;_fgh_I i

2. Convictions

4. Additional Personal'Infdrmaﬁion:

- a. Relative(s): Name

~Address

b. Area frequented:

-¢. Remarks:

Investigator o I B I

Date - K . Form $4-B
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~Address

KENNEDY p6SE

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Place-'

“ei Interviews:

HW 53030

" Present:

G. CornWell-

R. Duran .

G. Cornwelli

'R. Duran -
G. Cornwell

R. Duran

- G. Cornwell

R. Duran

Interviewer ulgnature

Typed Slgnature' Gary Cornwell, Dan Hardway, Ed Lopez, Harold Leao"

Dr. Alfonso Orozco Contreras

Gary Cornwell Dan Hardway, Ed- Lopez,
Harold Leap, Honorio Escondon and

: Representing the Mexican Government;‘
‘Honorio Escondon and Df. Alfohso Orozco':
V_Contreras; We spoke to you last week

wﬂon Wednesday and we have come back today
to'31mply make a record of your memory ofAi‘

the events that we have an interest in.
. - - N

Yes.

‘Could you‘tell what youripreSent oCCﬁpation;k

is;_‘,
;kInkerior Design ”?f
: What is.the’businese addrese?a
~: Here? -k_? R |

2
: And how long‘have'you had that occuoation?

{ Sincekl948 , o -

o
S
s
|
. w
B

- Name Ruben Duran Navarro ' Date June 6, 1978'Time111:15AM

Date transcribed ¢/30/78

By: _QS_ Form £
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- - “*«Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro : o o _‘2

HW 53030

G.

Q>G.

R.-

G.

R.

G.

Cornwell

~ R. Duran

Cofnwell

- Duran. ’

Cornwell

Duran

i'Cornwéll

Du;ah »
Cornwéll

Duran

Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

DocId:32271403

.o

During that period of timé; have YOu had
ahy 6ther'jobs.or"sources of inéome?

No.

I'd like to direct your attention to thé:
weék of November 22,-£hé£ wa$ a friday,
of»1963. :Didbit come to your attention -
on thaﬁAday that President'John'F;‘Kennédy
had_beén assassinated? . |
Yes;- |

Do yourrec511 where you were when you first

.heérd that news.

Well, it was Friday, I was probably working.

+~ I don't remember'eXactly where I was but I

ae

hear the news, I read the papers and all
other excitment.

Did you at that time have an occasion to

- . discuss the assassination with any other

person?

_Xes;'probably with my brother, with my

wife, with everybody that 'is near me.

And for the record what is the name of

- your brother? -

X3

e

e

Horatio Duran Navarro.

And your wife's name?

Betty Serrato Azucka de Duran.

- And are you still married to her?

Page 4
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R.

Duran

gCornwell»
Duran

QCornwell

Duran

’Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

Duran

DocId:32271403

" Inferview: Ruben Duran Navarro B : -3 .‘Cgkko”

Yes.

Did'you have an occasion, on that day, to

discuss it with anyone else?

I don't remember exactly who I discuss it

with.'

Oon that day,Aor shortiy thereafter;jdid you
read‘in the newspapers Oor see on telev1s1on--
or hear on telev151on, the name and the face
of the alleged assa351n°

I remember that I read the papers out of

the--sure everybody read the paper, everybody
read the paper to see what happen. The only
* thing I didn't--er don't remember who was the
killer til they took us to the 2
| " ? o ~p prec1ent.:'
AThat was the first time I hear hlS name.

Had you, then to the best of your memory

..

ot dlscussed the name of the assassin,

Lee Harvey Oswald w1th any friends or relatlves' »

prlor to belng taken to the police station?

‘.

that hour, ‘I did not know the name of thlS guy.

Do you recall seeing his plcture on telev151on
or in the newspapers’ o - .
: I remember the first time I saw hlS plcture

was on TV ‘when they took it and they kill hlm.v

,No, because during that hour that they took. us—~’

Page 5
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. G..

- G.

G.

G.

_Cornwell

Duran
Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

‘Duran

Cornwell

- Duran

Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

- Duran

Cornwell

Duran

'~ Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro C o4

**e

”"” e A Y ]

‘What were the

If I know Lee

0@&/ 

That Would have been the'occasidn on which
he was killed, the assasin was_killed, or

the alleged assassin was killed in the police

‘station in Dallaz?

”Yes;

That WOuld‘haVe been then on Suhday the 24th.
Yes. |
Upon seeing Lee Harvey Oswald then on television

at that time did you have any memory of ever
seeing him on any prior occasions?.

No.

"Going back then, to your statement that his.

name came to your attention when the poiice
contacted you. | o

Yes. |

Would it be accurate to étateithat was on-

ﬁovember 23?d,_Saturaay? | -

Yes.

A£ £ha£ tiﬁe the police'came'té YOuf home?

Co:reét? ' ~ |

Correct.

And:they also took you to the police station?

Yes.
nature of the questions they
asked you?

Oswald. They don't ask me if

DocId:32271403
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. R.

G'

.G!

G.

- R.

Cornwell

Lo

'Duran
Corhwell :
Dﬁran

Cornwell

Duran

Coanéll_

- Duran.

Cornwell
Duranv
Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell:

“.-Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro o TERRE 5

L)

a éiétuzl :

know him. They told me that he wasimy ffiend.

, : _ - _

In othef words they madé'the allegatioh or

the accusation to you that he was yéur ffiénd;_:“‘w

isbthat correct?

Yes.
In order to get you to respond?

Yes.

Did they make any other allégétion'or‘éccusation

you?

No.

Did they look.through any of your books or

= papers or records?

They look through--when they went to my home,
they went~thfough‘my pictUrés~épd-my papers -

Between my sister-in-law went to my house going

to see what's going on. Then wheﬁAthey all

'these pe0p1e.get into my house, they started

lobking:in.all my papéfs,>all'my'draws,.eVerything;
They did a thorough search of your home? |

Yes. -

Compete search?

Well, I‘ddn't‘think'it'waS“a complete search

becaﬁse'they.they-just looked for pictures. I
, had a lot of pictures.

‘But théy looked everywhere in your house?

P R . = e e cioe s e e

DocId:32271403
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‘Interview: Ruben Duran-Navarro 'f>A ' - 6

R. Duran I don't remember if they looked evefywhere |
ihemy wife's house --man, it was so many
people over there. Well, around probably
they looked all through my house.

To you knowledge dld they find anythlng

' G. Cornwell

‘which'indicated any association between

you and Lee Harvey Oswald?

No, it was impossible.

R. Duran

e fG. Cornwell How many'peopleidO'you recall being taken.
to the police station?

~_R.eDurenb It was er, my sister-in-law, my brother,

my wife, thie American;girl,lBarbara was
(:f e> mh ?{EF;;'; ) ﬁvthere, her beyfriend that weht to pick:upb
| BRI her and ? : he's dead
already, girifriend of my‘Sister;fshe was

'eating with my brother and‘mybsister.f

"

G.:Cornwell When were all of you released from the police
etation?.
R. Duran_ : At fhe same day--the next day Sunday.at about

two 6rethree o'clock in the morning.

G. CornWell ' So it would be very late Saturday?

R./Duran

Arouhd'twelve hours they took us there--eleven
to twelve hours.

G. Cornwell °

After that do you recall again--or de'yqu recall

discussing the interrogation with your relatives?

R. Duran Yes, I discussed that.e We asked my sister-in-law

H¥ 53080 DocId:32271403 Page &
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. Cornwell
Duran
fCérnwell
Duran .
5Cdrnweli
Duran
ITCOrnWell
Duran

" Cornwell

‘Duran..

thrnwell

Duran

Cornweil
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro T 7

LX)

what was going on and she told us that she
could not talk. The only thing that she

could tell us that the reason they took'

us over there because he has her name--

,iLee Oswald has her name in her phone book.

OK when you say your 31ster~in-law, you are -

-‘referring to Silvia?

Silvia, yes.’
When did this conversation-occur?

In Samborne's after they let her go we

-went all together when we got away from there

" to have something to eat.

So this would be two or three o’ clock in the

. morning?

LTI

' cafe that's open 24 hours.

LI

_Yes; it's only one "block from there.

Yes. Three or four.

quu went to Samborne's?
Yes.
"~ And. that 1s a large department store, cafeterla,

’cafe’

It's a

The'only one there

open 24 hours.

And at thatvtime.you discussed the nature of

‘the questions that had been asked by the police?

Yes.

Did you learn through'thdse'conversations that

Page 9



Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro 8. } oééi/'

the police had asked aby other kinds of
questions other than the ones they had
asked of you? 1In other words, did they

any klnds of accusatlons of the other

people-- of Silvia or HoratJ.o’>

R,aDUran o : No, no, no. They ‘all asked the same thing
' and all--they told us it was a blg mlstake

‘and that we have to forget about everythlng.

(X3

'["G; Cornwell OK based on the conversatlonsbthat you had

at Sanborne's , it appeared to you that the

police had asked everyone the'same‘type of

questions°

cv;ﬁ

' <j"“ﬁ'f3;’buranv ‘Yes, 'I think that everybody asked the same--
. my brother, they asked him to,'my w1fe too and

everybody.

'\G.'COrnweli' All rlght.‘ Based on those conversatlons, did
anyone -—your brother, your w1fe, anyone eve: A
,1nd1cate that they had ever met with or seen

Lee Harvey Oswald besides Silvia?

..

- R. Duran The only one was Silvia.

" G. Cornwell

'And would youfteil_uS'as best you recall exactly -
»whatvSilvia'said:at that time the’nature or
her contact with Oswald was? ' o N Lo

R. Duran

.My I speak Spanish?
G. Cornwell : Certainly, we'll translate..

R. Duran OK

HW 53080 DocId:32271403 Page 10



"Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro - T A

R. Duran : I remember that we arrived at Samborne's.
We were all very anxious to find out exactly ‘

what had happened——what thls whole thlng was

~all about. ~Than SllVla sald to us,_the problem'

',was, the accused assassin of John F. Kennedy

had been in Mexico looking for a visa to go to

Russia via Cuba.

~hEd,:bopez

In other words a in-transit visa.

77R;'bufan - -Andlthat she had been the personhwho would
| | | “ handle him, and so that he would not con51stently
or per31stently visit the Cuban Consulate, she
had given him her telephone so that he could
(ﬁﬁ fdffihTT ;dfbb L communicater with her and for that reason they
B had looked her up and they had found data with
'»dher name in a address booh of Lee Harvey dswaldFs.='t

R. Duran . ‘That's it.

i.G;aCornwell :Dld she tell you anythlng about any other ‘

,conversatlons which may have occured 1n51de of
: 'the consulate°

R. Duranvv

:No._ We -did not.discuss;any ofbthat because-o
-f we Were'all very tired'and really»none of‘us‘
anew anything'aboutlthis. The folloning day
I'm not sure if it was the following day or
,the'day after that, they again detained her
to the SeCUrity Station to ptoteot her. ?

T.V. so that she would not be alone.

HW 53080 DocId:32271403 Page 11
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Interview: Ruben Duran Na -arro

- G. Cornwell

R;(butan B

G..Cornwell
h;hDuran t

G.>Cornwe11
R. Duran

G. Cornwell

R. Duran

10 obb T

Then again I did not see her-- we've never

‘ really been that close-- until it all ended.

X3

Did she mention to you anything about her

' reaction to Oswald--what she thought about

’.very_lnterested and I asked ?

more ?

. e . ee

<

. :

' made her mad, whether she
"him, whether she“tried to

thlng along those lJ.nes'>

her?

I'm not sure if we talked about that but
we probably did talk about it since it is.
SO strange, so out. of the ordlnary., I trled
to flgure out what was 901ng on: and I became
to be
about=it;

Where did you read about it?

Invthe newspapers. B

Anywhere else?

?

Did she telliyou whethen'o:'not Oswald had

;felt SO£ry for
helpthim or‘any'
What was her
personal reaction to hJ.m'> |
I‘m not'eXactly sure; but I have an idea;i

She gave him the telephone number because

‘she felt very sorry for him and he contlnued

to insist--insisted-- and I think that s why
she probably‘gave'hlm the’phOne‘number, as he

remembers.

DocId:32271403

Page 12



Interview:

- G.

HW 53030

Cornwell

- Duran

dCOfnwell'

Duran

Cornwell

Duran '

Cornwell

" Duran

Cornwell

Duran

Cornwell

Ruben Duran Na -arro

..

11

Did she ever express any doubt about whether'
or not the man who was 1n some the newspapers‘
and on telev1s10n was in fact the man who had
come to the consulate and visit with her?

No.

Did she ever say anything to you that lead

you to believe she might have!metlwith him
outside of the Consulate? | |
No.

‘Has that allegation or accusation ever come
to your attention before?' Have you ever‘_‘
heard»any conversation abOut that possibility?
o - v o

Did she ever say anything to you wnich'indicated.
that he may have made comments in conversatlons

w1th her: that indicated an 1ntent10n in hls

' part to possibly to shot the preSLdent?

e

‘No. .

'Are‘YOu:sure'abdut_that?d

Yes. ‘_ ‘ -
Let me read to you a smallieXCerpt out of a
bookvwritten-by Daniel Schorr, a coffeSpondent

from,the United States, called'Clearing’the'Air

whlch reports apparant comments by Fldel Castro
and ask you if she she ever relayed anything

l;ke this-- a conversation like this to you--

DocId:32271403
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 Interview: Ruben‘Duran Na arro o 12 '0&57

R. Duran

'G;'Cornwell

R. Duran

| W 53080 DocId:32271403

G. Cornwell

'Silvia did. It states in the book on page 171

"In an interview in July 1967, with a'British

Joornalist; Comer Clark, Castro said that

Oswald had come to the Cuban Cousulate twice

»each tlme for about flfteen mlnutes._;The

first time I was told he wanted to Work for

ue, he was asked to explaln, but he wouldn't,
he wouldn'® t go into details. The second>t1me,7
he said he wanted to free Cuba from American

Imperialism. Then he said something like

: someone'ought.to shot that?President Kennedy
then Oswald eaid and this wae eXactly how it

:‘was reported to me, 'Naybe I'11 try to do it'."

. pid SllVla ever explaln her contact w1th Oswald
»>1n terms——ln any way resembllng that°

R No none absolutely.

pDid she‘ever’indicate:the_possibility, that

perhaps when she was 1eav1ng the Consulate,

_ Oswald was waltlng out51de to talk to her?

Was there any contact 11ke that out51de of theb

' Consulate7

No. "I don't if'Shefreallyrhds some kind of a

contact with him or relating with the Visa or .

something like that, but he--I never heard any-

thing like that.

Ok that, exactly the possibility that I meant

Page 14




" Interview: - Ruben Duran Na -'arro o oo 13 ¢;67°

G.

’ = G.’

- Duran
‘Cornwell
‘Duran

'gCornwell

Duran

Cbrnwell

- Duran

Cornwell

" Duran .. .

_Cornwell

HW 53080 DocId:32271403

e . (1]

-to ask you about, the possibility that he

had waited and said, you know "Can you

~give me some more help on this Visa" or

anything like that.

It can be possible.

lBut you never heard any stories?

'Oh no, no,FI never heard any stories.

You indicated earlier, that the subject matter,
of qourse‘with'silvia’s-contaétbwithfthis’man

interested you enough that you read the néwspaper‘

articles on it?

Yes, I have read all the problems during that

' time for that reason and.

—

Had you ever read the Warren CommiSSion':eport?

CNO. o vl e

Had you ever read any part of it, for instance

' ~the‘part dealing;withvsilvia?

No. I don't even know what it is.

‘The arrest and detentidn by the Mexican authorities,

"~ in and:bf itself is of no interest to us, except

withfrespect to one point and that is, was there.

fanYthing about that arrest or your treatment

which led you to provide them anything but the

truth about what hap?ehed? In other words, did

arrest or the detantion cause you to make'any

false statements to them?

Page 15

[



HW 53030

g S i A

Interview:,Ruben Duran Navarro

R.

G.

,‘ R.' .

“R.

. G.

R.

- G.

AR S ) e SRS ey o ot

Duran

Corhwell

' Duran

Duran .

eCernwell

Duran
Cornwell
Duran

Cernwell

Duran

 Canwell‘

Cornwell ’

Duran

vCornwell

Duran

- Duran :

“Cornwell

Cornweilv

Duran

Duran

DocId:32271403

Cornwell

RSN

14 067’

: No.

"

Did you tell them the absolute truth when they

interviewed you?

Yes.

It was very little to say.

I didn't haveefﬁ |

to really think about it.

|

. !

: So everything you told him was the truth? o {
. , C ;

: Yes. :
: 5

: Did you know Sabio Asquay? |

This:is.fhe first I-hear his name, I don't know.

{
He was the Council at the Cuban Consulate. o !

Um hum.

You did not know hlm though° o o R !

- No, I do not know him.

- .

Had you. ever met him?

Never.

Did you know an employee'there; Theresa Prorenzo .

bNo;

D1d you ever now a person name Loulsa Calverone°

Loulsa Calverone° NO.

Dld you ever know Camlllo Carb1edo°

: Well, I hear his name in the papers,-he'is
‘a writer = 7 " But I never met him.
¢ A cousin of yours Deba Guiera.

: Deeba. Not ? It's Debake_Guerie de ?

fShefs a cousin of mine. Hexr husband was‘ny
.professor——an art professor of mine at St.

Carnabls.

Page 16
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro | L ‘ 15 0671,

G. Cornwell

: R; Duran

o  G.aCornwel1

. HW 53080

“R. Durah'

ﬂG51CornwellA

'R..Duran

"G{:Cdrnwell
~R. Duran

G. Cornwell

R. Duran

G.vCornwell‘

v Cee

e . ee Y ]

"

e

bidé—was your realtibnship with-DéBékke or
Ellena or her daughter Ellinita mote thah
just a family relationShipé  Was it social
at all? e
No,‘we——when we'were-kidS'We used to see.

each other very often, but after I got -

marrled and after, I don t know probably

since 1943 since I didn't see them very
often, only once in a while. o

Oh those occasions what was fhé'hature of>
those associations? What'type'of‘e#ents?
Well, sincefher husband Was_brokenVShe

was trying to sell his paints outside

interior design the greatest, so I sometimes

I sell some of his paints to some of my clients.

Who is_thiS‘yoﬁ are talking about?'

_D1d you ever go to partles w1th DeBake or

‘Ellena'>

Well not during that'time; probably when we

were klds.

Only when you were klds’

Yes. . o '

‘During the 1960's we‘understdnd_thaé YOu’and'

Silvia and Horatio had dance parties,'is that

correct?

DocId:32271403
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~R. Duran

R, Duran

"G$€Cornwell

. G. Cornwell

4R. Duran

" R. Duran:

Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro - «i o ‘_<ii£;£>cﬁkﬁ3

- Do What?

G. Cornwell Dance parties, where you get together w1th

a bunch of friends and do . the tw1st and that

sort of thlng9

Oh yes, Yes, yes.

Did Elenna or Ellinita DeBake ever come -

to those parties?

R. Duran No, we don't see each other for some time
and_they are older than us. She is aboutv'
10 years older than T am.

Where were those parties held?

'Invmy_hOuse'Where’I used to live and ?

VV? , - after I change address from
,Errldoto, where they arrest us, where they
went for us, we moved to another part of
the street up from- there. There we used to
'have partles- :Oh, about ten partles in three

'years, somethlng llke that

"

G.’Cornwell ' D1d durlng thls same perlod of tlme, you or

Horatlo or Silvia know any persons from Cuba?

-y )

R. Duran .Here 1n Mex1¢o°

G. Cornwell Yes,w ‘

R. Duran

No, not that I know.

G. Cornwell 'Notithat you knew anyway? Did'you'fecall
Qurihg that period of time ever meeting a

Negro from Cuba?

No.

HW 53030
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Interview: Ruben Duran Navarro ' . - 1‘17 : r;gﬂq'

G. Cornwell Do you recall any emploYee of the Consulate
‘ever being at those parties?

. R. Duran No. ~ ‘ o o o S t':':j.ﬁ

Do you know General Flores"

. G. Cornwell

:tfR;:bﬁrah f' Yes, he was my cllent he was my frlend
- and I dld a lot of work for hlm.

What kind of work?

De51gn1ng, he used to own a hotel in

fG, Cbrnweli"
R. Duran_

Iguna and I make de51ons‘for him. He has

a house in. Clnada and I dld de31gns for
him since he was bulldlng a c1ty in
h Enc1nada and Iguana and we were'd01ng'80me

'vwork w1th hlm, plans and de51gns of motels,

(jAl .hjffif g »f"“ *'thlngs like that.

- G. Cdrnwell Was he also a social acquaintanee?

Rﬁ1Duran A What? : S ' IR |

- G. Cornwell

Also on a social basis?
'R; Duran - = : Yes, he was very nice with my family.and'he
‘used to‘go to my house once and a while

2

G;‘Cornwell Did he ever come to the parties?

No, not to the parties, he was older too.

R. Duran

I assume that the event--the assa551natlon,,

.

G. Cornwell
the arrest——was a rather SLgnlflcant thing in
~ the 11ves of you and your family,"correct?

‘R. Duran It wasn't significant per se, it was something

different and strange and relevant, but nothing

et 3 E— : i s - s A Sy
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ohﬁr

relevent.

The only reason I asked the‘question is, when.

- a rather significant event happens, and especially

if the event is also portrayed‘in the néWspapers,71 

it's usual that for a long period of time
thereafterlpeople will come to the person who
experienced the event and talk'to them about

it,: correct?

Yes.

Over the years since the assassinatioh, has
anyone ever.éome to you and profess to know
anything about Oswald and his -trip to Mexico

- City?

.

No, they‘look for us, I think from the Black
Magazine once, but we have--we don't want to
- talk to nobody and they told us in the

 2 Spanish o v‘ ,‘: i oizn mEos

The police told them not to make any comments

’But'has:ény'ofithe people I have asked you
about—fof instance ever mentioned to you_that’ »
they saw Oswald while he was here?

No.

.

: Have they ever professed to have any information - -

~about his trip to Mexico City? L
No;.

Do you have ahy reason to sﬁspect that if we

Y]
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to any of these people} theyIWOuld have

information of help to us?

R. Duran I don't know what people;,if you tell me

' but I don't know.

" G. Cornwell All of the people I just asked you about
-that you did know, Ellena)_Ellinisa, DeBake

General Forbes. Any of those?

s‘R;‘Durah_ No, no. I don't know‘deBake an Ellena.
| I don't think so. I think that.Ellena at
‘that time was a little girl. I'm not sure
if she had returned yet but I saw her o
2 'v'j . I saw her in 1962, she
‘(?‘fhi'j*.-;,ff“;: ‘V%:wasvmarried“to Octav1o Paz and I was in Paris
| for twentwaour hours and there I went to |
visit her. I have to flnd her address through
'.hthe Embassyf She is the onlyfperson I knew in -
.Parls.A We.went out'toéether with'her daughter_b
and she showed me a few thlngs about Parls, a

‘a'few places in Paris for the few hours that I’

had there——spent there.

G. Cornwell But this was prior to the assa351natlon°
R. Duran | ;jJuly, 1962.
G. Cornwell : Have you seen or talked to her since then?

R. Duran

.0

. No.

. 'G. Cornwell Do'you know Ricardo Guerro? -

R; Duran’

Ricardo Guerra? I know he is a professor and
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fCornwell,

Inxran‘

. G. Cornwell -

Duran

.

a friend of my brothersin the University.
Were you and he on a social basis?

No.

Did he ever come to any of the partieS'ati

your home or Horatio's? ~

(3

‘No. _He wasn't my friend, I'jusf know him.
vHave you ever traveled outside'of Mexico;
other than the Paris trip? | u
'Yes. |
With who and when? ‘ ‘
I make a trip to Europe in 1962 with. Clark
Flores, he met us over there,_my cou51n

? 'e‘ | ‘ and another family of
Port ? we went to Europe 1n_

1952. ‘We went to Amsterdam and then we fly

- to Cuba and we went with--Black Forest invite

-us to_go to Moscow

because it was a

‘Qreunlon of’the Olymplc Commlttee.

- visiting us, she was very excited and she wanted

You went to Moscow for a reunion of the Olymplc
Commlttee. B
Yes T was g01ng to Europe and he told me you

.would like to go to Rus51a because I am going

there and I invite you over there. So, he

.flxed our papers and then our cou31n, she was

| to go to, and then this friend of mine he

DocId:32271403
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wants to go too. The three together, we stayed
three in Los ? and two days in the 2?2 .
and.twovdays in the La Grado and then we went

to 2 | L2 , - Denmark, the ?

- Germany, then we went to Austria it was a trip
all over, then Spain and then across Paris on
- the 'f?~

eG.eCornweil'J: Have you ever been to Cuba?

- R.'Dufan:j': : Yes, I went to Cuba in 1961. I went to ?
In St. Peter, Florida and I fly threw thru o |

- Cuba to Miami and I stayed one day in Cuba

.because I had never been there, in Havanna.

<T " G. Cornwell Did you or Horatio or'Silvia‘haVeIanY friends C

living in Cuba?

.R;_Duranfti : Well, my brother was invited:ﬁithjmye;he'went
| ‘with Silvia--I do not know if hevﬁent' .? ;
- or he,wentltogether; lIvremember at.qﬁe”time" |
‘they wentffor’one'week’and Was invited te‘ﬁrstr o
shoo. o L S 'i
G. Cornwell.' 3 Wheh'wés'that?. - f,"- ‘ 3 ' o t‘e_f
R. Duran I dehft remember exactly but it was éroundn~ '  _." |

I can not tell exactly that tlme,_lt was
‘probably after 1966.

G. Cornweil

e

I dOn?t'understand, "Who inVited.thém‘to Cuba? S

3

. R. Duran I reélly don't know who invited them. I don't

remember either if my brother went with Silvia f
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.'or“if-hehwent'alone.'“I.dont remember what.

‘I have two books of photographs that I would

like for you to look at and simply tell us
if you can recogniZe any of the people.' The
first book which we will simply desctribe as

a book that says on the outside Photo Ident.

_Book and has basically 3x5 photographe in it,

and a second book which has smaller picturee

in it'and is 1abe1ed JFK-docﬁment #7549. While

you take a few moments to look through that
well turn the recorders off and give YOﬁ time

to look through the books.

“ You have now had almost ten minutes to look

through the two photo books and would you,tell

us what if anyone or whom-you recognlze in

‘ the two books.

.

The only one is Mr. Lopez;

So in the book which had the larger pictures
you recognlzed no one‘and'ln the book whlchff
is'labeied Exhibit 7549; you had pointed‘to
photos number 26 and 27 and identified ‘that

as a man named Ernesto Lafell and where do

- you know him from?

’e

He was--he took a sign when my brother was’

teaching in 2

He was a student of my brother's for a while '

DocId:32271403
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and then he went on his own.
- G. Cornwell : Do you know where he is now?
- 'R. Duran o I don t know where he lives now but he

teachs = classes at the UnlverSLty in Nex1co.

EdeLopes He‘is a professor?

de Dnran : Yes.-éy brother would know where he is.

Ed;Lopezjri : Were you aware of an allegation that»was

S | made by the Mexican authorities whenrtheyt

questioned Horatio and'Silvia,.that'Silvia
and Lee Harvey Oswald, whileihe was here,
were 1overs? |

-R,:Dﬁrah :a : No.

Based on everythlng that you have heard

(\ ~:}-G.'éornweil“

e over the years and your knowledge of ‘the
relationship between Horatlo and Silvia,

~and the knowledge of SilVia,‘wouid'youv
think‘that there was a possihility'that :
that. allegatlon was true’> |

No. I don 't thlnk that's not p0531b1e.

R.‘Duran
G. Cornwell : Have_you ever worked for any intelligence
agency of any country,'inoluding'our own?

R. Duran . : No;

- G. Cornwell Do you know whether or not Horatio or Silvia
ever | had.
R. Duran s Horatlo, he worked--he was in the police force

in 1949 in the polltlcal agency——the Justlce

‘Interview: Ruban Duran Navarro I T 23 Y,
- _ ) : .»'oég '
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Department. The job was ?
That was I think in 1947 or something
like that.

And is that the only relatlonshlp that you

vknow of of any member of your family?

My famlly yes. My 51ster worked in the

1ntelllgence committee in Florlda. Tom Flores

found her a jOb there and she is st111 worklng

there.
When did you flrst learn that we would come
talk to you’

When my friend 2 " located

s us and finally/told us what it was all about.

"

e

And approximately when was that?

About a week ago.

Since that'time.have'you’taken the opportunity

" to discuss the evente,that>We'have4asked you

about with any other person? Have you gone
over them with Horatio or Silvia or anyone else?
Well, yes, I told myewife,.when Silvia, that

day you were here, I give her a 1lift to her

mother's house and she told me something of

what happened, you know.

Some:of the queStions that were asked?

No, ‘not the questions, she was telllng me'

vthlngs that I didn't know, not even when thls

HW 53080 DocId:32271403
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happened. Like, more, she reminded many

- things that happened that I forget about.

Like all the problemsvthey have with the
Cuban government. o

Silvia told you about some of the problems

ithat’she had had with the Cuban’government?

No, she was telling me because she said she

wanted to write a book about this, ?

so she was telling me things like that so

I tell her that I can tell them " Well, I

. . o0 ..

? out of this book, you know?

The reason that I asked the questioniis'and

+ maybe you can just help us with this, I would

like to know whether any part of what you said

ﬁoday is not your independent'fecollection,'
but rather is based on something which has
been said to you by Horatio or Silvia?

No.

'Iﬁfé.ail‘yoﬁr independent recollection?

Yes it is.

In the conversations during the last week or

so, did you learn anything new about the
~contacts between Silvia and Lee.Harvéy Oswald?

No.

Did you learn anything which you have not told

us here today?
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LT I

.you have.

No.
Is there anything else that‘you know about

the matters that we have asked you about

.that>you have not told us?

No.

Is there any person who has ever professed

to have information about these events -

which you could suggest to us that we could

~talk to.

No, I don't think so.

Do you know Erneso 0dio?

 No;

f¥ouf égreement to talk to us énd to let

‘us record your statements,Awas that'complétely
ivoluntary? k N

»Yes, completely.

Is that any part of it that Ybu have felt

uneasyfapogt talking about,uoriany.area

- that you have not provided any_infdrmation

It is curiosity.

DocId:32271403
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G. Cornwell "

e

‘also very curious.

interested in politics?

It is all a good part of_curioéity.

First, we want to know. Second, we were

Well, no, I have never been very interested. .
The onl§ time I was interested in politics was
whén.I went to the American Army and perhaps

you know that I serve in the American Army

"as a paratrooper because I was born in Los
_Angeles. So, I hate Nazi's. So they never

' 'calied me because they lost my track because

I was born in Los Angeles and I lived here since
I was six years old and then I went to the.

Amefican Embaséy and I became volunteer té the
American Army. They never called me and during

that time I didn't have anything to do, I had

left school and everything sofI*sayrif they don't

.calljﬁé?lfgo back myself so I went to Los Angeles.

Let me see if I understand you. You were born in

Los Angeles?
Yes.
When you were about six years old you moved to

Mexico.

Yes, during the Depression about 1924 or 1930 or 31.

What was the‘date of your birth again?
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R. Duran

G. Cornwell

G. Cornwell

R. Duran

1924.

'And then when World War II started, you went

to volunteer or what?

‘;joined?the

“Army begihning in 1944:

And where did you serve?

Well, fhey never sent me overseas.’ The reason
they did not-is my English.. T took my basic
training in Portia, Oklahoma and then I became
volunteer for the paratroopers and then I went
to ? ~, Gerogia and then I gef into
the 82th Airborne Division, American's_gﬁard
of honor and we paraded in Washington once.
After that I--when the'war'was oVer, I enlisted
for one more year to see if I could léarn’ﬁore
English and then I work for--my one year in the
States I went to school in Los Angeles, the

? ‘ Art Institute. Thén I worked
painting refrigefatqréﬁand frigedars in Dayton,
Ohio and then I wentlfo Chicago to do a sketching
in the art de?artment in Chicago in the/meat
house of Sears and Roebuck and well I did_many’”'
works like that. I came;back to Mexico and theﬁ'
I “came: as a veteran and the_governﬁent of the

United States paid me three and a half‘years of

G:I. bills here in Mexico and I went to art school

here too.

HW 53030
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G. Cornwell : Have you ever been a member of any pdlitical'

party?

No

iWe;understand that perhaps‘Horatlo“and'SllVla

were very much in favor of the Cuban Revolutlon

during the early 1960 s, were you?

'R. Duran

Well; I believe in--I believe that—— I have
seen ? for them. I don t belleve
nothlng, because I really don't know much I
have seen ? _ - durlng that

time.’ Because Bastista, everybody used ta

2 Bastista during that time.

G. Cornwell : What were your views of President Kennedy?

o

R. Duran

Well, I like him very much, I like his face

~ and I was not here when he came to Mexico, during'

that time I was in Europe. They make him a.
’beautlful——they told me they make him a beautlful

receptlon here in Mekico, but I had: sympathy :

 for him and I like him because he was young and
he--I like him.
G. Cornwell : How did Silvia and Horatio:feel towards him?

I think they feel'the'same'way.

R. Duran

D. Hardway I just have a couple questions I would like to o

ask you. You mentioned that the second time ) !

Silvia was detained it was to protect her.

R | |
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deir7k

<iiv - R. Duran.

D. Hardway

Yes;

How do you know it was to protect her?

_R. Duran ~ : They told me. I took her her TV and .

sdmething'haﬁﬁeh‘it‘would'ebmplicate -
everything, it would complicate the
Mexican government.

D. Hardway

Did they tell you who they were protecting

her from?

'R. Duran : No, I_gueés anyone. I belives that during that

time with what happened with‘Oswald and

everything and the MeXicaﬁ‘goVernment or

(j\ ‘ . ' Mexican Qolice were afraid'if_aomething happen
to.her and everything was very cOmplicated so
they protected‘her for three or four days, I
don't know. : | : | : . .  , . | !

D. Hardway Did she ever mention to you that she had told

Oswald that there was any other way to get a

Vlsa to Cuba other: than the entran51t v1sa°

R. Duran No, I don't know that because I don't know o |

the procedure.

D. Hardway 'Didvshe ever mention to you that she had told - ' .ﬁ

him of other ways?

R. Duran : No.
D. Hardway . When was the last time you saw Elena Grererro?
e R. Duran . In France of 1962.
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(\ D. Hardway

You have not seen her since then?

R. Duran

I don't even know if she is still alive

because somebody said died.

. Hardway-

Duran "I don"t see her since 1962.° ..
D. Hardway K Havé‘yéu eVef talked to anyonebwho said '
‘ 'théy had talked to ElenanaboutvOswaldFi _ 
.R. Duran : No,_I contacted way ? _ | lived some

other place and went away, her brothéﬁh»her
sister,rione sister lives in Spain, her’mother -
used to.livé in Gu v ? o she died

? | . I never éaw-her ahyﬁore.

After that I never saw anyone of them.

G. Cornwell : I guess'there are no further questions,'we
thank you very much for taking the time to
speak to us.

R. Duran

: Oh, that's all right, any time.

HW 53080 DocId:32271403 Page 33



